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He was no sooner placed upon the throne but he wrote to St Athanasius
cancelling the sentence of his banishment and praying him to resume the
government of his church, adding high commendations of his virtue and
unshaken constancy. St Athanasius waited not for the emperor's orders
to quit his retreat, but on being apprized, as before related, of the death
of his persecute^ appeared on a sudden and resumed his usual functions
in the midst of his people, who were joyfully surprised at the sight of him.
The emperor, well knowing that he was the chief person that had stood
up in defence of the Christian faith, besought him by a second letter to
send him a full account in writing of its doctrines, and some rules for
his conduct and behaviour in what regarded the affairs of the church.
St Athanasius called a synod of learned bishops and returned an answer
in their name; recommending that he should hold inviolable the doctrine
explained in the Council of Nice, this being the faith of the apostles, which
had been preached in all ages, and was generally professed throughout the
Christian world, " some few excepted," says he, " who embrace the opinions
of Arms." The Arians attempted in vain to alter his favourable dispositions
towards the saint by renewing their old calumnies. Not satisfied with his
instructions by letters, he desired to see him; and the holy bishop was
received by him at Antioch with all possible tokens of affection and
esteem; but after giving him holy advice, he hastened back to Alexandria.
The good Emperor Jovian reigned only eight months, dying on the 17th
of February in 364. Valentinian, his successor, chose to reside in the
West, and making his brother Valens partner in the empire, assigned to
him the East. Valens was inclined to Arianism, and openly declared in
favour of it in 367, when he received baptism from the hands of Eudoxus,
bishop of the Arians, at Constantinople. The same year he published an
edict for the banishment of all those bishops who had been deprived of
their sees by Constantius. Theodoret says this was the fifth time that
St Athanasius had been driven from his church. He had been employed
in visiting the churches, monasteries, and deserts of Egypt. Upon the
news of this new tempest the people of Alexandria rose in tumults, demand-
ing of the governor of the province that they might be allowed to enjoy
their bishop, and he promised to write to the emperor. St Athanasius,
seeing the sedition appeased, stolfe privately out of the town, and hid
himself in the country in the vault in which his father was interred, where
he lay four months, according to Sozomen. The very night after he
withdrew, the governor and the general of the troops took possession of
the church in which he usually performed his functions, but were not
able to find him. As soon as his departure was known the city was filled
with lamentation, the people vehemently calling on the governor for the
return of their pastor. The fear of a sedition moved Valens at length to
grant them that satisfaction, and to write to Alexandria that he might